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Abstract 

India’s counter-terrorism policy has evolved into a comprehensive and multi-

layered framework integrating diplomacy, intelligence coordination, military 

preparedness, cyber defence, and legal instruments. As terrorism expands beyond 

physical borders into digital, financial, and ideological domains, India’s foreign policy 

increasingly prioritizes international cooperation and global norm-building. This paper 

examines the theoretical foundations, evolution, and contemporary structure of India’s 

counter-terrorism foreign policy. It analyzes the major features of India’s strategic 

approach, evaluates bilateral and multilateral engagements, and studies India’s 

diplomatic tools in limiting state-sponsored terrorism and transnational extremist 

networks. Using recent graphical representations, the analysis highlights how India 

combines soft and hard power tools to address emerging threats such as online 

radicalization, drone attacks, terror financing, and hybrid warfare. The study 

concludes that India’s counter-terrorism policy is shifting toward proactive global 

leadership, emphasizing partnerships, intelligence fusion, and rules-based 

international security. 

 

Keywords:  India’s Foreign Policy, National Security, Counter-Terrorism, 

Diplomacy, Strategic Partnerships, Multilateral Engagement, Cyber 

Security, Terror Financing, International Relations. 

 

Introduction 

 Terrorism has emerged as one of the most critical national security challenges 

of the 21st century, fundamentally reshaping the strategic environment in which states 
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operate. For India a country confronting a long history of cross-border terrorism, 

insurgencies, radicalization, and state-sponsored extremist activities counter-terrorism 

is not merely a domestic priority but a central pillar of its foreign policy. India’s 

geopolitical position, neighborhood complexities, and global security partnerships 

have compelled the nation to adopt a comprehensive, proactive, and multi-

dimensional approach to counter-terrorism that integrates diplomacy, defence, 

intelligence, cyber capability, and international law. 

 India’s foreign policy has undergone significant transformation as terrorism 

evolved from a localized security threat to an internationally networked phenomenon. 

Terror groups today leverage global financial systems, digital communication 

platforms, ideological propaganda networks, and sophisticated weaponry, making 

terrorism a transnational challenge requiring international cooperation. Consequently, 

India’s counter-terrorism policy is no longer confined to border management or 

internal security; it now extends into global forums, strategic dialogues, bilateral and 

multilateral partnerships, and international regulatory frameworks. 

 India’s counter-terrorism foreign policy is anchored in the doctrine of zero 

tolerance, emphasizing that no political, ideological, or religious justification for 

terrorism can be accepted. This principle guides India’s stance in international bodies 

such as the United Nations Security Council, Financial Action Task Force, Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization, G20 and BRICS. Through these platforms, India 

consistently advocates stronger global norms on terror financing, extradition treaties, 

shared intelligence mechanisms, and sanctions on individuals and organizations 

promoting terrorism. 

 Diplomacy plays a crucial role in India’s counter-terrorism strategy. Over the 

last decade, India has expanded strategic relationships with the United States, 

France, Australia, Japan, Israel, the Gulf nations, and African partners to establish 

collaborative security arrangements. These partnerships focus on intelligence sharing, 

joint training, surveillance technologies, cyber defence, and coordinated positions at 

global forums. India has used diplomatic channels effectively to expose and isolate 

state actors supporting terrorism, strengthen international pressure mechanisms, and 

build a unified narrative on the need for global counter-terrorism cooperation. 

 India’s foreign policy also recognizes the importance of defence diplomacy in 

strengthening counter-terror preparedness. Joint military exercises, maritime security 

cooperation, procurement of advanced surveillance systems, and intelligence fusion 

centers enhance India’s capability to detect, deter, and disrupt terrorist networks. 

Defence agreements with countries such as the United States (through COMCASA 

and BECA), France (through maritime and air security collaborations), and Israel 

(through UAV and border security technologies) have substantially augmented India’s 

tactical and strategic response capacity. 
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 At the regional level, India engages with SAARC, BIMSTEC, ASEAN, and the 

Indian Ocean Rim Association to develop frameworks addressing cross-border 

movement of terrorists, maritime routes exploited for illicit trafficking, and 

radicalization spreading through regional networks. India’s leadership in BIMSTEC’s 

security cooperation and its increasing engagement in Indo-Pacific security dialogues 

reflect a recognition that terrorism must be countered through cooperative regional 

architecture. 

 Despite progress, India’s foreign policy faces challenges from geopolitical 

rivalries, the persistence of state-sponsored terrorism, and the emergence of new 

terror ecosystems fueled by cyber warfare, lone-wolf actors, and global extremist 

ideologies. Such evolving threats demand a constantly adaptive strategy that 

integrates soft power diplomacy with hard power capabilities. 

 In essence, India’s counter-terrorism foreign policy has expanded from a 

reactive, security-centric approach to a sophisticated, multi-layered global 

engagement strategy. It aims not only to protect national borders but also to influence 

global counter-terror norms, enhance intelligence cooperation, leverage technology, 

and foster partnerships that collectively enhance regional and international security. 

This research paper examines the contours of this evolving policy framework, 

analyzes its strategic drivers, and evaluates its implications for India’s role in the 

global security architecture. 

Literature Review 

 Contemporary scholarship increasingly recognizes that counter-terrorism and 

foreign policy are deeply interconnected domains, particularly for countries exposed to 

persistent cross-border threats. Recent studies emphasize that terrorism has evolved 

into a transnational, digitally enabled, and state-supported phenomenon, requiring 

states to adopt multi-layered foreign policy strategies that combine diplomacy, 

intelligence cooperation, legal mechanisms, and technological preparedness. The 

literature reflects growing consensus that modern counter-terrorism cannot be 

confined within national boundaries but must instead operate through global 

partnerships, regulatory institutions, and multilateral engagements. 

 Several recent works highlight the shift from traditional security-centered 

strategies to comprehensive foreign policy frameworks that integrate diplomatic 

offensives with hard-power capabilities. According to Banerjee (2024), states 

increasingly use diplomatic platforms such as the United Nations, FATF, and regional 

security alliances to influence norms on terror financing, extradition, and sanctions. 

This reflects a trend toward the “externalization” of counter-terrorism, where 

diplomatic pressure becomes a strategic tool for isolating state sponsors of terrorism 

and delegitimizing extremist ideologies in the international arena. 
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 A substantial portion of the post-2023 literature focuses on intelligence 

cooperation and information sharing as essential elements of contemporary counter-

terror response. Sharma and Williams (2024) argue that real-time intelligence fusion 

among partner nations significantly improves early-warning capacities and helps 

dismantle transnational terror cells. Their study highlights how states like India 

increasingly engage with technologically advanced partners including the United 

States, Israel, France, and Japan to access high-end surveillance systems, geospatial 

intelligence, and cyber-threat monitoring. These findings underscore the view that 

intelligence diplomacy has become a defining feature of modern foreign policies. 

 Another emerging strand of research focuses on the role of technology and 

cyber diplomacy in counter-terrorism. Scholars note that extremist networks have 

shifted to digital ecosystems, using encrypted platforms, cryptocurrency channels, 

darknet forums, and AI-generated propaganda to expand their influence. According to 

Li and Noronha (2023), counter-terror strategies now depend heavily on cybersecurity 

cooperation, joint digital forensics, and multilateral frameworks for monitoring online 

radicalization. Their work highlights the expanding diplomatic engagement between 

states to curb digital extremism and secure cross-border data flows. 

 The geopolitical dimension of terrorism has also received attention in recent 

literature. Studies on South Asia’s security environment indicate that regional rivalries, 

porous borders, and proxy conflicts exacerbate terrorism, making counter-terrorism 

both a security imperative and a diplomatic challenge. Mukherjee (2024) suggests that 

India’s foreign policy increasingly reflects a dual strategy strengthening security 

partnerships within the Indo-Pacific region while simultaneously lobbying for stronger 

global accountability mechanisms targeting state-sponsored terrorism. These insights 

demonstrate how geopolitical shifts shape counter-terror diplomacy. 

 Legal scholarship further contributes to the literature by examining how states 

use legal diplomacy to influence global counter-terror norms. Researchers emphasize 

India’s longstanding advocacy for the adoption of a Comprehensive Convention on 

International Terrorism (CCIT), arguing that current international laws lack uniform 

definitions and enforceability. According to Fernandes (2024), India’s legal diplomacy 

is crucial for harmonizing global approaches to terror financing, extradition treaties, 

and international criminal accountability. 

 Overall, recent literature converges on the argument that counter-terrorism is 

no longer a narrow security function but a strategic foreign policy priority requiring 

multilevel coordination. Modern threats cyberattacks, drone-enabled terrorism, 

radicalization, and transnational financing demand cooperative strategies that 

combine diplomatic influence, intelligence networks, defence partnerships, and legal 

frameworks. Collectively, the reviewed scholarship underscores the need for 
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proactive, globally integrated counter-terrorism foreign policies an area in which India 

has increasingly assumed a leadership role. 

Concept of Counter-Terrorism Policy 

 Counter-terrorism policy refers to the strategic, legal, diplomatic, and security-

oriented measures adopted by a state to prevent, deter, and respond to terrorism. It is 

built on the understanding that terrorism today is not limited by borders, ideology, or 

geography; instead, it operates as a networked ecosystem exploiting financial routes, 

digital technologies, illicit arms markets, and geopolitical rivalries. Therefore, modern 

counter-terrorism policies emphasize multilevel coordination domestic, regional, and 

international to tackle both the symptoms and the structural enablers of terrorism. 

 A comprehensive counter-terrorism policy integrates preventive, protective, 

deterrent, and responsive strategies. Preventive strategies involve intelligence 

gathering, surveillance, monitoring radicalization pathways, and disrupting terror 

financing. Protective strategies include securing critical infrastructure, border 

management, and cyber-security systems. Deterrent components involve diplomatic 

pressure, sanctions, and military preparedness to dissuade state and non-state actors 

from supporting terrorism. Responsive measures include rapid deployment forces, 

specialized agencies, crisis management protocols, and coordinated legal 

prosecution. 

 Modern counter-terrorism also recognizes the importance of international 

cooperation. Shared intelligence databases, joint investigations, extradition treaties, 

cyber-security collaboration, and coordinated sanctions mechanisms are 

indispensable in countering global terror networks. Additionally, states align counter-

terrorism policies with foreign policy objectives to ensure consistency across 

diplomatic, military, technological, and legal domains. The table below presents the 

essential components that define contemporary counter-terrorism policy. 

Table 1: Core Components of Modern Counter-Terrorism Policy 

Component Description 

Intelligence & Surveillance Preventive monitoring of threats, early-warning 
systems 

Diplomatic Strategy Building partnerships, pressuring sponsor states, 
leveraging global forums 

Cyber & Digital Security Countering online radicalization, securing networks, 
digital forensics 

Defence& Response 
Mechanisms 

Military readiness, joint exercises, special forces 

Legal Architecture Anti-terror laws, extradition treaties, sanctions, FATF 
compliance 

Socio-Preventive Measures De-radicalization programs, community engagement 
Source: Created by Author 
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India’s Counter-Terrorism Foreign Policy Framework 

 India’s counter-terrorism foreign policy has evolved into a sophisticated, multi-

layered framework that integrates diplomatic engagement, defence preparedness, 

intelligence fusion, cyber-security cooperation, and legal-institutional coordination. 

Unlike earlier decades when counter-terror strategy was largely inward-looking India 

now adopts an outward-facing security posture that treats terrorism as a global, 

interconnected threat requiring collective action. This shift stems from India’s 

experience with cross-border attacks, proxy terrorism, extremist ideologies, and the 

emergence of new digital and financial terror ecosystems. Today, counter-terrorism is 

not just an internal security matter; it forms one of the core pillars of India’s external 

relations and geopolitical identity. 

 At the heart of this framework lies India’s Zero Tolerance Doctrine, which 

asserts that terrorism cannot be justified under any political, religious, or ideological 

grounds. This doctrine influences India’s positions at the United Nations, G20, FATF, 

SCO, Quad, BIMSTEC, and other international bodies. India consistently advocates 

for a global consensus on identifying, sanctioning, and isolating terrorist groups and 

their sponsors. A defining feature of India’s approach is its push for the UN 

Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism a proposal seeking a 

universally accepted definition of terrorism and binding obligations on states. 

 India’s foreign policy framework is built on the recognition that terrorism 

operates as a networked system using porous borders, unregulated digital spaces, 

illicit financing channels, geopolitical rivalries, and extremist ideologies. To counter 

this, India’s strategy uses five overarching pillars: diplomatic pressure, intelligence 

cooperation, defence collaboration, cyber and digital security, and legal-institutional 

initiatives. These pillars interact to create an ecosystem of deterrence, denial, 

disruption, and response. 

Table 2: Core Pillars of India’s Counter-Terrorism Foreign Policy Framework 

Pillar Strategic Focus Key Examples 

Diplomacy Building global coalitions, 
isolating state sponsors 

FATF lobbying, UNSC terror listings, 
Indo-Pacific security dialogue 

Intelligence 
Cooperation 

Real-time information sharing 
and fusion 

India–US Joint Working Groups, 
India–Israel intelligence cooperation 

Defence& 
Military 
Engagement 

Joint training, exercises, 
counter-terror capability 
building 

Yudh Abhyas (India–US), Garuda 
(India–France), AUSINDEX 

Cyber & Digital 
Security 

Countering online 
radicalization, cyber-terror, 
digital forensics 

CERT-In collaborations, Indo-Japan 
cyber dialogue 

Legal–
Institutional 
Measures 

Extraditions, MLATs, 
sanctions, CCIT advocacy 

UN resolutions, bilateral extradition 
treaties, FATF compliance 

Source: Created by Author 



26         Advanced Trends in Commerce & Management 

• Diplomatic Engagement as a Security Instrument 

 Diplomacy is the most visible pillar of India’s counter-terror framework. India 

uses bilateral, regional, and multilateral diplomacy to shape security outcomes. At the 

United Nations, India played a vital role in listing key global terrorists and actively 

participates in the 1267 Sanctions Committee. India also uses organizations such as 

FATF to pressure states involved in financing or sheltering terrorism. India’s voice has 

become more assertive in global platforms, particularly on issues related to state-

sponsored terrorism, cross-border infiltration, and misuse of religion for extremist 

propaganda. 

Through bilateral diplomacy, India collaborates with major powers including 

the U.S., France, Japan, Australia, Israel, and the UAE to strengthen security 

architecture, align counter-terror strategies, and conduct high-level dialogues on 

extremist threats. Partnership frameworks such as the India–US Counter-Terrorism 

Joint Working Group, India–UAE Strategic Security Dialogue, and India–Japan 2+2 

Dialogue reinforce joint threat assessments and coordinated positions. 

• Intelligence Cooperation and Information Fusion 

 Among all pillars, intelligence cooperation has expanded most rapidly. Terror 

networks operate across borders; hence real-time intelligence sharing is essential. 

India has developed secure communication channels with several partner nations, 

enabling actionable intelligence exchange on: 

▪ Terror financing routes 

▪ Movement of extremist operatives 

▪ Cyber-radicalization patterns 

▪ Illegal arms and drone activities 

▪ Encrypted communication networks 

 India’s partnerships with the U.S.A. (FBI, CIA, DHS), France (DGSE), Israel 

(Mossad), and UK (MI5 and MI6) have significantly improved India’s detection and 

disruption capabilities. This collaboration also enhances India’s access to advanced 

surveillance technologies, encrypted communication analysis tools, and geospatial 

intelligence. 

• Defence and Security Cooperation 

 India’s defence diplomacy is a major strength of its counter-terror foreign 

policy. Joint military exercises such as Yudh Abhyas, Garuda Shakti, Mitra Shakti, and 

Varuna improve interoperability, specialized training, hostage-rescue preparedness, 

and counter-insurgency tactics. Defence acquisitions from partners like the U.S., 

Israel, and France have modernized India’s counter-terror capabilities through UAVs, 

surveillance systems, border-security technologies, and precision-strike equipment. 
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India’s increasing involvement in Indo-Pacific security architecture reflects 

recognition that maritime terrorism, smuggling routes, and strategic chokepoints 

require multilateral security responses. 

• Cyber and Digital Counter-Terrorism 

 As radicalization spreads through encrypted messaging apps, dark-web 

platforms, and AI-generated propaganda, cyber-diplomacy has become central to 

India’s foreign policy. India collaborates with technologically advanced nations on: 

▪ Cyber Forensic Investigations 

▪ Monitoring Extremist Online Networks 

▪ AI-Driven Threat Detection 

▪ Crypto-Terror Financing Surveillance 

 Initiatives through CERT-In, Interpol, UNODC, and bilateral cyber dialogues 

strengthen India’s ability to counter digital extremism. 

India’s Diplomatic Tools and Strategic Partnerships Against Terrorism 

 India’s counter-terrorism strategy increasingly relies on diplomacy as a central 

instrument for shaping international opinion, building coalitions, and ensuring 

accountability for state-sponsored and transnational terrorism. Through a calibrated 

mix of bilateral engagements, multilateral forums, defence partnerships, and legal-

diplomatic instruments, India has crafted a foreign policy framework that uses global 

institutions and strategic alliances to bolster national security objectives. The 

expansion of India’s diplomatic toolkit reflects a deeper understanding that terrorism 

today is not only a battlefield threat but also a geopolitical and ideological challenge 

that must be addressed beyond physical borders. 

• Diplomacy as a Strategic Counter-Terror Tool 

 Diplomacy enables India to mobilize international support, isolate state 

sponsors of terrorism, and influence global counter-terror frameworks. India regularly 

engages with global leaders and foreign ministries to highlight threats emerging from 

cross-border terrorism, particularly in its immediate neighbourhood. These diplomatic 

engagements have contributed to the global recognition of several terror outfits, 

enhanced global FATF scrutiny of terror financing, and strengthened India’s 

international legitimacy in framing terrorism as a global security concern. 

India’s diplomatic engagements also help consolidate political will among 

partner nations for joint actions such as information sharing, sanctions, extraditions, 

and joint investigations. Such diplomatic influence becomes essential in a world where 

geopolitical alignments and national interests shape the willingness of states to 

combat terrorism collaboratively. 
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• India’s Strategic Partnerships Against Terrorism 

 India’s partnerships with major global powers and regional actors form the 

backbone of its counter-terror foreign policy. These partnerships help India gain 

access to advanced intelligence, defence technologies, cyber tools, and collaborative 

training programs that enhance its operational preparedness. 

Table 3: India’s Key Strategic Partnerships in Counter-Terrorism 

Partner 
Country/Region 

Area of Cooperation Key Strategic Benefits 

United States Intelligence sharing, counter-terror 
operations, defence agreements 

Enhanced surveillance, real-
time intel, FATF support 

Israel UAV systems, border security, 
SIGINT 

Advanced surveillance, anti-
infiltration capability 

France Defence exercises, cyber-security 
cooperation 

Maritime security, counter-
radicalization support 

UAE & Saudi 
Arabia 

Extraditions, terror financing control Deportation of fugitives, 
tracking financial flows 

Australia & Japan Indo-Pacific security cooperation Maritime domain awareness, 
joint drills 

Africa (Kenya, 
Nigeria, South 
Africa) 

Anti-terror training, UN 
peacekeeping collaboration 

Expanded global influence, 
shared best practices 

SCO & Central Asia RATS intelligence mechanism Countering regional 
extremism and drug-terror 
networks 

Source: Created by Author 

 These partnerships enable India to diversify its security networks and reduce 

dependence on any single geopolitical bloc. Strong defence agreements and digital 

security cooperation also enhance India’s deterrence capacity. 

• Role of Multilateral Platforms 

 Key Multilateral Forums in India’s Counter-Terror Diplomacy: 

▪ United Nations Security Council (UNSC): Pushing for sanctions, listings 

of terrorist individuals/entities. 

▪ Financial Action Task Force (FATF): Advocating stricter anti-money 

laundering norms, pressuring state sponsors. 

▪ G20: Addressing terror financing, misuse of emerging technologies. 

▪ BIMSTEC: Regional cooperation for intelligence exchange and maritime 

security. 

▪ SCO-RATS: Joint counter-terror drills and data sharing. 

▪ INTERPOL: Red corner notices, information on fugitives. 

 India’s leadership in these bodies has advanced the framing of terrorism as a 

universal threat requiring legal, technological, and financial collaboration. 
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• Diplomatic Pressure and Exposure of State-Sponsored Terrorism 

 A major pillar of India’s diplomatic efforts is exposing state actors that enable 

or fund terrorism. Through consistent narrative-building, dossier submissions, 

evidence-sharing, and coordinated campaigns with partner nations, India has made 

global opinion more aware of state-supported extremist groups operating in South 

Asia. 

This strategy has resulted in: 

▪ Several terror leaders being listed under UNSC sanctions 

▪ Increased FATF scrutiny over non-compliant states 

▪ Strengthened international consensus on cross-border terrorism 

• Defence Diplomacy and Joint Exercises 

 Defence diplomacy complements political diplomacy, allowing India to build 

operational synergy with partner nations. India conducts joint military, naval, and air 

force exercises focused on counter-terror scenarios, hostage rescue, anti-insurgency 

tactics, and urban warfare. 

Notable exercises include: 

▪ Yudh Abhyas (India–USA) 

▪ Garuda (India–France) 

▪ AustraHind (India–Australia) 

▪ Desert Eagle (India–UAE) 

▪ Indra (India–Russia) 

• Cyber Diplomacy and Counter-Radicalization 

 India has strengthened cyber partnerships to tackle digital extremism, 

encrypted communication, and deepfake-based radicalization. Collaboration with 

technologically advanced nations has enabled India to: 

▪ Monitor suspicious online behavior 

▪ Develop AI-based threat detection 

▪ Track cryptocurrency-based terror financing 

▪ Combat extremist propaganda 

▪ Protect critical information infrastructure 

Challenges and Opportunities in India’s Counter-Terrorism Approach 

 India’s counter-terrorism strategy has evolved significantly, yet the changing 

nature of terrorism poses both structural challenges and strategic opportunities. As 

terrorism becomes increasingly digitized, transnational, and network-based, India 

must continuously adapt its foreign policy, intelligence cooperation, defence 

capabilities, and diplomatic tools. This section analyses the major challenges India 

faces while simultaneously evaluating the opportunities that strengthen India’s global 

leadership in counter-terrorism. 
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• Key Challenges in India’s Counter-Terrorism Landscape 

▪ Operational and Border-Management Challenges 

India continues to face substantial operational challenges due to porous 

borders, infiltration routes, and terrain complexity. Regions such as Jammu & 

Kashmir, the Northeast, and coastal belts remain vulnerable to cross-border 

smuggling of weapons, narcotics, and terror operatives. These vulnerabilities 

are compounded by the involvement of foreign intelligence services that 

support, train, and fund terror networks. India’s foreign policy efforts thus 

require strong coordination between border forces, maritime agencies, and 

strategic partners. 

▪ Diplomatic Challenges and Geopolitical Rivalries 

 Geopolitical tensions in South Asia pose another challenge. Certain 

neighbouring states continue to use terrorism as a strategic tool, complicating 

India’s diplomatic engagements. Despite India’s global advocacy, the absence 

of a universally accepted definition of terrorism often allows states to 

manipulate legal frameworks. Moreover, international geopolitical rivalries 

such as the U.S.–China competition sometimes influence global counter-

terrorism decisions, limiting coherence at multilateral forums. 

▪ Technological Challenges and Cyber-Terrorism 

 The digitalization of terrorism presents one of the most complex 

threats. Extremist groups now use encrypted communication channels, 

cryptocurrencies, drone technology, remote-controlled explosives, and artificial 

intelligence-generated content for propaganda and recruitment. The rapid 

speed of technological innovation sometimes outpaces India’s regulatory and 

technological capacity. This necessitates deeper cyber diplomacy and greater 

reliance on partners with advanced digital capabilities. 

▪ Limitations in Global Enforcement Mechanisms 

 International systems for sanctioning terror groups, sharing 

intelligence, or extraditing wanted individuals often operate slowly due to 

political hurdles. India’s attempts to blacklist certain individuals at the UN 

Security Council, for instance, have faced consistent opposition from specific 

countries. This highlights the challenge of aligning global political interests with 

counter-terrorism imperatives. 

• Key Opportunities Enhancing India’s Counter-Terrorism Capability 

▪ Strategic Opportunities Through Multilateral Forums 

 India’s growing influence in global institutions such as the UN Security 

Council, FATF, SCO, G20, and BRICS provides opportunities to shape global 

policies on terror financing, cybersecurity, and extradition. India’s leadership in 
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pushing for global frameworks, including the Comprehensive Convention on 

International Terrorism (CCIT), enhances its normative role in global security 

discussions. 

▪ Strengthening Global Partnerships 

India’s expanding network of security partnerships represents a major 

opportunity. Collaborations with the United States, France, Israel, Japan, 

Australia, UAE, and the UK provide access to high-tech surveillance systems, 

digital intelligence capabilities, joint training programs, and advanced 

weaponry. These partnerships also improve interoperability during counter-

terror operations and intelligence fusion. 

▪ Technology-Driven Advantages 

 India’s emergence as a global digital power driven by robust IT 

infrastructure, cybersecurity capabilities, and a growing AI ecosystem positions 

it well to counter digital extremism. India’s investments in drone monitoring, 

data analytics, biometric systems, and cyber forensics enhance its capability to 

pre-empt and neutralize threats. Collaborations with global tech companies 

further strengthen India’s digital counter-terror ecosystem. 

▪ Enhanced Legal and Financial Architecture 

 India’s strengthened compliance with international financial standards 

and its active role in FATF-related initiatives create opportunities to track and 

choke terror financing networks. Bilateral extradition treaties and Mutual Legal 

Assistance Treaties (MLATs) also expand India’s ability to pursue terrorists 

sheltered abroad. 

Table 4: Summary of Major Challenges and Opportunities 

Category Key Elements 

Challenges Border vulnerabilities, geopolitical rivalries, cyber threats, 
slow international enforcement 

Technological 
Challenges 

Encrypted messaging, crypto-financing, AI-driven 
propaganda, drone warfare 

Diplomatic 
Challenges 

Veto politics at UNSC, non-cooperation by certain states, 
fragmented global consensus 

Opportunities Greater global leadership, multilateral influence, strong 
partnerships, advanced technologies 

Strategic 
Opportunities 

Indo-Pacific alliances, defence diplomacy, intelligence fusion 

Tech-Driven 
Advantages 

Cybersecurity growth, AI tools, digital surveillance capabilities 

Source: Created by Author 
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Discussion 

 India’s counter-terrorism foreign policy has evolved into a multidimensional, 

globally integrated framework designed to address both traditional and emerging 

security threats. The increasing complexity of transnational terrorism driven by digital 

radicalization, cyber-terror networks, drone warfare, illicit trafficking, and geopolitical 

rivalries demands a comprehensive strategic response. India’s approach reflects a 

combination of diplomatic influence, intelligence cooperation, defence partnerships, 

legal advocacy, and technological modernization. This discussion synthesizes these 

elements, analyzes the implications of India’s expanding global role, and evaluates 

how the pillars of counter-terrorism policy collectively enhance India’s international 

security influence. 

• Integration of Foreign Policy and Security Strategy 

 Modern terrorism transcends borders, making foreign policy an essential 

domain for counter-terror action. India’s diplomatic engagements ensure that terrorism 

is consistently prioritized in bilateral talks, regional summits, and multilateral forums. 

The objective is to mobilize global support, expose safe havens, and build a coherent 

international narrative on the illegitimacy of terrorism. India’s proactive diplomacy has 

resulted in increased global recognition of groups and states involved in sponsoring 

terror activities. This dual-use foreign policy protective and offensive have 

strengthened India’s global security position. 

 

Figure 1 : India’s Rising Global Influence 

Figure 1: India’s Rising Global Influence in Counter-Terrorism (2014–

2024) shows a steady upward trajectory in India’s international counter-terrorism 

impact. The data illustrates three important trends: 
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▪ Sustained Diplomatic Visibility (2014–2018): India’s increased 

participation in the UN, FATF initiatives, and regional mechanisms 

contributed to growing recognition of its security concerns. 

▪ Strategic Partnerships and Technological Cooperation (2018–2021): 

Agreements like BECA, COMCASA, and joint intelligence operations with 

countries such as the U.S., Israel, France, and Japan improved India’s 

operational capabilities. 

▪ Leadership in Global Governance (2021–2024): India’s presidency roles 

in global forums, Indo-Pacific alignment, and rising cyber diplomacy 

significantly enhanced its influence index. 

• India’s Strategic Position in a Changing Global Security Landscape 

 The global security architecture is undergoing transformation due to power 

shifts, hybrid warfare, and the digitalization of extremism. India’s foreign policy is 

increasingly positioned at the intersection of these transitions. India’s active 

participation in the Quad, I2U2, BRICS, SCO, and Indo-Pacific frameworks 

demonstrates its intention to integrate counter-terror objectives with broader 

geopolitical and economic strategies. 

India’s capacity-building initiatives in Africa, Central Asia, and Southeast Asia 

also highlight its role as a security provider. These programs covering maritime 

security, cyber defence, and intelligence training expand India’s sphere of influence, 

especially among developing countries seeking reliable counter-terror partnerships. 

• Role of Intelligence and Technology in Shaping India’s Global 

Leadership 

 The changing nature of terrorism necessitates intelligence fusion and 

technology-driven monitoring systems. India’s international intelligence collaborations 

enhance situational awareness, early warning capabilities, and crisis response 

mechanisms. The growth of cybersecurity alliances helps combat online 

radicalization, encrypted communication, and coordinated cyberattacks launched by 

extremist groups. 

 India’s advancements in drone surveillance, biometric systems, big data 

analytics, and AI-based threat detection have elevated its reputation as a 

technologically capable security partner. Technological cooperation is now a core 

element of India’s foreign policy strategy. 

• Multilateral Diplomacy and India’s Norm-Building Capacity 

 India consistently advocates for stronger legal frameworks to fight terrorism 

globally. Its push for the Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism 

seeks to create a uniform definition of terrorism and obligate states to take action 
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against extremist networks. India’s leadership in FATF compliance diplomacy has 

pressured states to regulate financial routes enabling terror activities. 

Multilateral diplomacy also enables India to highlight emerging concerns such 

as drone-based infiltration, use of cryptocurrencies, and cross-border radicalization. 

This global norm-building strengthens India’s authoritative voice in counter-terror 

discourse. 

• Opportunities Emerging from Global Counter-Terror Alignments 

▪ Cybersecurity collaboration for digital threat monitoring 

▪ Joint military exercises improving tactical readiness 

▪ Maritime security cooperation ensuring safe trade routes 

▪ Legal cooperation for extradition and evidence sharing 

▪ Technology transfers enhancing intelligence and surveillance. 

• Challenges in Achieving Counter-Terror Objectives 

▪ State-sponsored terrorism in the region 

▪ Geopolitical rivalries limiting collective action 

▪ Digital extremism evolving faster than regulations 

▪ Ambiguous international laws enabling exploitation 

▪ Capacity gaps in multilateral enforcement mechanisms 

Conclusion 

 India’s counter-terrorism foreign policy has evolved into a comprehensive, 

multi-dimensional framework that reflects the country’s expanding global role and its 

determination to address both traditional and emerging security threats. As terrorism 

increasingly transcends borders through digital ecosystems, financial networks, and 

geopolitical alignments, India’s policy combines diplomatic influence, intelligence 

partnerships, technological capabilities, defence cooperation, and legal instruments to 

create an integrated response mechanism. The analysis demonstrates that India has 

shifted from reactive security measures to a proactive leadership approach, shaping 

international norms and strengthening multilateral efforts against terrorism. 

 Through partnerships with major global powers, Indo-Pacific nations, and Gulf 

countries, India has built robust channels for intelligence sharing, cyber defence, and 

strategic coordination. Its advocacy for a unified global definition of terrorism and 

strengthened legal frameworks reflects its commitment to a rules-based international 

system. Despite challenges such as geopolitical rivalries, cyber vulnerabilities, and 

state-sponsored terrorism, India’s rising influence supported by diplomatic 

assertiveness and technological advancement positions it as a crucial actor in shaping 

global security architecture. The future of India’s counter-terrorism policy will depend 
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on sustaining this momentum, enhancing cooperation, and adapting to evolving threat 

landscapes while promoting regional and global stability. 
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